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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this paper is to explain the normative aspects and
logic of the Social Futuring concept.! We assume that the ultimate
aim of social entities is to enable a praiseworthy life for their
individual and institutional members. Therefore, our central issue of
analysis is the “good life in a unity of order” that is worth living,
preserving, protecting and reproducing.®

Social Futuring is a measure of a social entity’s creative intent to
comprehend the ever-evolving world, its ability to get things done to
preserve and reproduce its way of life, and to control its destiny in
general.

The necessary conditions for a social entity’s Social Futuring are that
the given entity is self-conscious and constitutes? itself, permanently
operates in a functional way, and organizes actions that influences
its functioning and environment in the future. The sufficient
conditions of Social Futuring are that a given social entity is able to
facilitate/create changes, or to prepare itself to manipulate changes,
to exploit future changes, or to manage the risks of future changes.

The study of human development is an interdisciplinary® endeavor
ultimately driven by implicit and explicit moral and metaphysical
considerations. Historically, reflections on the worthwhile life, the

1 wish to thank for their comments my colleagues at the Social Futuring Center of the Corvinus
University of Budapest (CUB) Zoltan Abraham, Petra Aczél, Lorand Ambrus-Lakatos, Rébert Gal,
Tamds Kocsis, Eszter Monda, Oszkdr Zoltan Szanto, Peter Szabadhegy and Baldzs Szepesi. | also
gratefully acknowledge the comments of Zoltdn Baldzs, Christopher Ball, George Friedman,
Mdarton Baranyi, Mdrton Barta, Andrds Ldnczi, Gergely Bészormenyi-Nagy, Charles Kenny, Mike
Liu Xi, Attila Karoly Molnar, and John D. Mueller. Of course, | take full responsibility for my use or
misuse of their generous remarks.

2 This paper is a contribution to the development of the Social Futuring Index (SFI). For the
analytical background of Social Futuring, see Szantod (2018). For the philosophical background
of personhood and human condition in the context of Social Futuring, see Abraham (2018).

3 Constitutedness in an ontological sense means the essence and existence, potency and
actuality of an entity. In political philosophy it means an entity’s peculiar social persona, a unity
of order with a character of its own, animated by a distinguished way of thinking.

4"We need a certain level of abstraction in different fields to understand broader relationships...
The key intellectual ingredients... [of] comparative advantage, are.. a broad philosophical, artistic
and historical background.. understanding of.. modern science developed in the Mediterranean
areaq; .. capacity for a high level of abstraction, including the quantitative sciences; .. moral
integrity and self-discipline..” Interview with Professor Tamds Roska (Roska, 2012).



image of man and the human condition have been formulated from
philosophical, religious, scientific and artistic perspectives.”

Philosophy ultimately deals with the issues of "how one ought to live
[well]; what course of life is best; [what is] the right conduct of life,”®
and the nature and proper operation of the unity of order that
enables a good human life.

From the religious perspective, transcendental principles provide the
fundamental framework for comprehension and interaction and
have been an integral and valued aspect of the identity of
civilizations, permeating every sphere of life throughout history.
Nevertheless, Western civilization has been an exception, as it seems
to undermine its own religious and transcendental foundations,
particularly in the last 300 years.”

The modern scientific perspective is a detached, strictly rational,
methodological approach intended to free humankind from the
limitations set by Nature, and to change the world. Modern science
claims neutrality with regard to ultimate values. Thus, when science
faces ultimate choices between values, the risk of reducing persons
to physiological processes arises, with all the potential unintended
conseguences.

Historically, the arts also have also been a unigue guide for human
comprehension through endeavors that inspire man's aesthetic
sense and emotions.

°Our views on perspectives have been significantly inspired by the work of Tarnas (1893).

8 Plato, Gorgias, 492d, 500c; Republic, 352d. Plato and Aristotle are quoted as published at
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu, unless otherwise indicated.

7 "Since the development of the Greek thought.. the tendency of Western civilization has been
towards rationalism and hence away from the religious life.. no such marked turning away from
religion is to be found in the history of the world outside the West" (Braudel, 1963, p. 23).
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The philosophical, religious, scientific and artistic perspectives of
comprehension cross-fertilize and prevail upon each other® over
time, as exemplified historically by Christianity assimilating elements
of ancient Greek philosophy, or the arts invigorating worldviews
during the Renaissance, or natural sciences overcoming philosophy,
religion and the arts altogether during modernity. Despite such
contests, we can argue that sophisticated philosophical, religious,
scientific and artistic reflection is a necessary condition for any entity
that aspires to a a thorough self-consciousness and identity.

Social Futuring is a new multidisciplinary perspective® that builds on
the findings of the fields mentioned above to map out the
characteristics that enable entities to preserve their way of life.
Social Futuring is measured by a composite Social Futuring Index
(SFI) based upon a range of transparent indicators. We think that
there are ways of life in which human persons can fulfill their
material, intellectual, spiritual and psychological needs and, in
general, flourish better than in others, and are thus worth preserving
and reproducing (Haldane, 2009, pp. 37-50). In this paper, we
elaborate on the constitutive qualities of this worthwhile, or, in other
words, “good life” in a unity of order as a conceptual framework or
standard (Strauss, 1953. pp. 35-80) to which the changes in the SF
scores will be interpreted going forward. Such analysis may help
social entities to systematically reason about alternative courses of
action for shaping their futures.

In Section 1 we start by examining the aspects of personhood, a
notion that harmoniously integrates certain features of human
persons and social entities. We present an illustrative overview of the

& Philosophical, religious, scientific and artistic achievements from time to time can be, but are
not necessarily, in conflict with each other. "Not to act in accordance with reason is contrary to
God's nature.. modifying the first verse of the Book of Genesis, the first verse of the whole Bible,
John began the prologue of his Gospel with the words: ‘In the beginning was the & f 9 8. od
acts,” A i<, with logos. Logos means both reason and word - a reason which is creative and
capable of self-communication, precisely as reason... In the beginning was the logos, and the
logos is God.” Pope Benedict XVI (2006).

Another example is the Islamic world of the 9-11th centuries which was, in many respects, the
most active area with regard to scientific and philosophical achievements (e.g. the works of the
ancient Greek philosophers and “scientists” were translated into Arabic in that period).

9 Social futuring should be distinguished from other academic efforts such as forecasting and
foresighting - see Monda (2018); from various discursive approaches about the future, see Aczél
(2018); and from ecological-economic sustainability studies, see Kocsis (2018).



formulations about the good life in a unity of order, or summum
bonum (highest common goods), based upon the thoughts of
arguably the greatest moral philosophers: Plato, Aristotle, Augustine
of Hippo and Kant, followed by the thoughts of a few outstanding
thinkers who, ultimately, reformulated the ancients’ normative
concepts throughout modernity.

In Section 2, building upon our findings, we outline a specific
normative basis on which the status and changes of the SFI can be
evaluated. We use the overarching term worthwhileness to
represent the universal features of a good life in a unity of order.
Finally, we identify the pillars in which a series of indicators will
culminate in the context of different social layers.
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Human Person




